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MASS INTENTIONS
Dunleer
Sat, 9th-Dec-2017 @ 7. 30pm
Av

Alice Mc Grane
Richard, Robert &
Patrick Woods
Brendan & Margaret
Mc Evoy
Sun, 10th-Dec-2017 @ 11.30
am
Av
Dec’d of Mc Ardle
Family
Patsy Mc Mullan
Sat, 16th-Dec-2017 @ 10.00
am
Av
Rose O Donoghue
Sat, 16th-Dec-2017 @ 7.30
pm
Av
Caroline Carron &
Peter Carron.
Cora Quinn
Sun, 17th-Dec-2017 @ 11.30
am
Av
Sean Mc Creanor
Loreto & Peter Landy
Peter Byrne
Philipstown
Sun, 10th-Dec-2017 @ 9.30
am
Av
Paddy Halpenny

Parish Notices

The gospel is the good news about Jesus Christ according to Mark. Mark’s style is
brief and immediate and to the point. This is good news in that it promises that
the tyranny of sin and death are to be broken. The Gospel proclaims freedom freedom from the slavery of sin and death and freedom from attachment to the
material things and to the promises of the world.
The prophet Isaiah is quoted because of his importance in prophesying regarding
the Messiah. His message is one that stresses the importance of preparation.
There is a lot of external preparation for the coming of the Messiah but the real
and essential preparation takes place in the heart of a person. It is as if the child
is to be welcomed into the manger of the heart and the heart must be swept clean
of sin. The heart is a vast and complex region. It is a world in itself. There is then
the necessity of getting it ready to house the Christ child. If Christ is not born in
our hearts this Christmas then his coming is in vain for us. The lord, the Good
Shepherd is coming to console us. He is like a shepherd feeding his flock gathering
lambs in his arms holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the
mother ewes.
The gospel focuses on the role of John the Baptist. He is a human bridgehead
between the old and the new, the last of the prophets. He is the one charged with
preaching a message of preparation. His preaching is of a baptism for forgiveness
of our sins as preparation and a message of the necessity of belief in the Gospel.
He is a man of integrity. His lifestyle and his desert withdrawal are a kind of living
protest against the excesses of lifestyle that prevailed in his time.
The man and the message are one. He lives the message he proclaims. He is a man
of humility. He says that he is unfit to do the work of a servant - to remove the
sandals from the dusty feet of the master. John’s prophetic gestures are the
hallmarks of one with a genuine vocation to preaching the gospel. He is humble
in demeanour. His diet is simple and not marked by waste or by excess. His
clothing is also simple even ascetic, in contrast to the scandal of high fashion and
high money. His formation or training is in the wilderness, echoing the history of
his people whom God led by the hand of Moses into the wilderness so that he
could speak to their hearts and form them into a people worthy of the name
‘chosen’.
Collection - St Vincent de Paul before each mass in all parish churches on
weekend of 16th and 17th Dec.

Carers Group ‘B’ on duty.
Envelope collection 03-122017 €1,820.00.
Pray For: Richard
Matthews, Bray, brother
to Colm Matthews
Mooremount.
Peter Callaghan,
Martinstown, Togher.

St Kevin’s Lotto results 30/11/2017 No’s 01.13.18.30. Wlky winners Majella
Greogory & Anne Mc Donnell. J’pot €15,000.00.
Lann Leire Lotto result 06/12/2017 No’s 03.13.20.23. Wkly winners Briege
Mathews & Richie Callan. J’pot €15,000.00.
Civil Defence former members invited to Mass for deceased /Tea&Coffee
afterwards, all in St Brigid's Hall Wed Dec 13th at 7 30 p.m.
Trocaire Gift Cards for sale at churches over the next two weekends.
Dec

